Treasuring Christ and the Call to Suffer

Justin Powell – March 31, 2011
· Suffering is an ESSENTIAL part of Christian existence
· Two kinds of suffering: HONORS Christ and DISHONORS Christ
· We need to suffer in a way that will make Christ look great (ie. Chinese underground church)
· We need to understand that NOTHING will happen to us apart from God’s will
· We need to embrace suffering, hardship, risk and danger for the relief of human suffering, especially eternal suffering, for the glory of Christ
· News Link: http://tinyurl.com/missions-in-america
· When you are suffering, SPEAK the truth of God’s Word, SPEAK the good news of the gospel, SPEAK of the goodness of God, His sufficiency, and His sustaining power and strength
· There is one God-appointed path to glorification - and it is SUFFERING
Reference Verses:

Acts 14:22 » “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom”
2 Cor. 12:9-10 » “For Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties”
Matt. 10:28-31 » “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul”
Rom. 8:31-32 » “If God is for us, who can be against us?”
Mark 8:34-35 » “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves, take up their cross and follow me”
1 Thessalonians 3:2-3 » “So that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them.”
2 Timothy 3:12 » “All who desire to live a godly life will be persecuted”
Romans 8:16-17 » “We are fellow heirs … if we share in his sufferings”
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