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GOD’S GIFTS: LOVE, SINGLENESS, MARRIAGE, AND INTIMACY
· Three times it is noted in Song of Solomon 2:7, 3:5, 8:4 – “Don't excite love, don't stir it up, until the time is ripe—and you're ready.” (MSG)

SATAN’S GIFT: PERVERSION (a Pandora box of pornography, masturbation, fornication, adultery, and homosexuality)
· John 10:10 – “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (NKJV)

SOCIETY’S IDEAS ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY: IT IS INNATE, FIXED, LOVING, CHRISTIAN, AND BIBLICAL
· Homosexuality is wrong and silence in the face of it is wrong as well.
· God expressly forbids such behavior. Why? Because he loves people, He forbids all behavior that is destructive and dehumanizing.

CENTRAL TEXT - Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
FLOW OF SIN - repeated 3x in the passage: Romans 1:21-24, 25-27, and 28-32
1) SIN DISORDERS OUR WORSHIP – 
a. “For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him” (vs. 21)
b. “They exchanged the truth about God for a lie” (vs. 25)
c. “Since they did not see fit to acknowledge God” (vs. 28)
2) SIN DISORDERS OUR BELIEF – 
a. “They became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools” (vs. 21-23)
b. “Worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator” (vs. 25)
c. “God gave them up to a debased mind” (vs. 28)
3) SIN DISORDERS OUR DESIRES – 
a. “Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity” (vs. 24)
b. “For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions” (vs. 26)
c. “To do what ought not to be done” (vs. 28)
4) SIN DISORDERS OUR BEHAVIOR –
a.  “To the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves” (vs. 24)
b. “For they exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature” (vs. 26)
c. “They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness” (vs. 29)

· Our disordered relationship with God is seen in the disordering of our sexual relations with each other.
· Homosexuality is the most vivid dramatization of this truth.
· These judgments are a call to repentance and worship, not further rebellion and atheism.

WE HAVE EXCHANGED …
1) GOD’S PATTERN FOR OUR PREFERENCE - 
· Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 - Sexuality (male & female), reproduction, marriage and sex are GOOD
· Sexual sin is anything that violates this picture
· 1 John 2:16 – “For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.” (NIV)
· The Original Sin - Genesis 3:6 – “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.” (NIV)
2) GOD’S PRAISE FOR OUR PLEASURE - 
· We are all born with a bent towards sexual deviation
· Psalm 51:5 – “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” (NIV)
· Homosexuality is a direct rebellion to God’s pattern - It rejects God’s created sexual differences, nullifies reproduction, and contradicts the pattern of marriage
· The scriptures instructions on sexual behavior are for everyone, not just homosexuals
· Don’t roll your eyes at a same-sex marriage in CA to only change the channel and watch uncritically adultery in a drama, seductive images in every reality show, laugh at the trivialization of sex in a sitcom, or to watch ads of virtual prostitution that appeal to our sexual desires
3) TRUTH FOR TOLERANCE - 
· Today’s tolerance movement kills off the quest for truth we should be on
· Isaiah 3:9 – “they parade their sin like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! They have brought disaster upon themselves.” (NIV)
· Romans 1:27 – “Receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error”
· Gay men have between 20 to 100 different partners each year and between 300 to 500 during their sexual lifetime
· AIDS is the scourge of the homosexual community but not their only thing to fear
· Male homosexuals are 14x more likely to contract syphilis, 8x more likely to acquire hepatitis A or B, and hundreds of times more likely to have an oral venereal disease than their heterosexual counterparts
· Median age: Homosexual is 42 (men) & 45 (women); Heterosexual is 75 (men) & 79 (women)
· REMEMBER: You do not break God’s laws, rather, they will break you
4) THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE EXPERIENCE OF MAN - 
· God’s word is true apart from our experiences, feelings, or beliefs
· Genesis 19 and Jude 1:7 – “Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion” (NIV)
· How are people in church expressing approval for homosexual behavior?
i. These advocates must maintain that the bible is Irrelevant, Inconsistent, and Insufficient
ii. They must undercut the very foundation of Christianity – God’s Word
5) SEXUAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUPPOSED RIGHTS - 
· We as a culture today have moved from what homosexuals DO to what homosexuals ARE
· Sexual sin is immoral, not inevitable is the biblical presentation
· America has never before granted minority status based on lifestyle
6) MORAL OBLIGATIONS FOR NATURAL EXPLANATIONS - 
· Just because you feel like doing it doesn’t give you the right to do that
· Causation does not imply justification - No matter how unnatural it seems to be faithful to one woman for life, we will be held accountable to God for it
· We do not always choose our temptations, but we always choose our reactions

IN CONCLUSION …
· 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 - “… And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (NIV)

FLOW OF THE GOSPEL - 
1) THE GOSPEL REORDERS OUR WORSHIP 
2) THE GOSPEL RENEWS OUR MIND 
3) THE GOSPEL REFRESHES OUR DESIRE 
4) THE GOSPEL REDEEMS OUR BEHAVIOR 

LOOK IN 		–>  Avoid completely selective moral outrage and biblically assess your spiritual and sexual condition
LOOK OUT 	–>  Express humble compassion and maintain deep conviction
LOOK UP 		–>  Exalt God’s glory and proclaim His gospel
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