What is a REAL Christian? (1 John)
Justin Powell – September 29th, 2011

· Militant revolutionaries? Poor pale reflections of our culture?

	1 John 1:5-7 says: “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.”

· Are We Really Walking in the LIGHT? 
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I. A Real Christian is Someone Who Loves GOD!

	Matt. 22:37-39 says: “And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

A. A Real Christian Shows Their Love For God Through HUMILITY.

It Takes Humility To:

1. REPENT of our Sin 

2. ADMIT we need God & His Forgiveness 

3. RECEIVE Christ’s sacrifice & God’s Forgiveness 

	1 John 4:9 says: “This is love: not that we love God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

	Philippians 2:5-7 says: “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”

B. A Real Christian Lives Out Their Love For God Through FAITH.

· A Christian’s Faith is their Love for God being lived out in pursuit of Him. 

II. A Real Christian is Someone Who Loves OTHERS!

	1 John 4:16, 19-20 says: “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him…We love because He first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.”

	1 John 3:23 says: “And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us.”

A. A Real Christian SHARES the Work of God’s Grace in Their   
     Life With Other People.
 
· Sharing the Love of God does not just apply to Missions and Evangelism. What is to Stop you from Sharing the work of God in your life with other Christians?

B. A Real Christian SERVES People.

[image: ]	1 John 3:16-18 says: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children let us not love in word or tongue but with action and in truth.”
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