[image: ]Philemon: Pictures of Forgiveness – Part 3
Justin Powell – July 21st, 2011

Picture #3: Of Someone Who Encourages Forgiveness


Paul's Appeal

“Welcome him... as you would welcome me”

Paul gently appeals to Philemon by:

1.   Charging the debts that need to be repaid to himself

2.   Laying out his own relationship with Philemon out on the table

3.   Being willing to invest his own time – “prepare a guest room for me”


Paul's Method

· Does anyone else feel like maybe Paul is a little pushy? 

· Christ teaches that we are to forgive – we have been forgiven such as great debt, therefore we never have the right to hold back our forgiveness

· Paul even points out to Philemon that he could pull rank and just “order” Philemon to do the right thing

-//-

· As Christians, we should seek to be peacemakers. We should encourage one another toward forgiveness. 

Acknowledge 
Our Sin

                        Extend                                                     Receive 
                   Forgiveness                                               Forgiveness[image: ]


Salvation in the Letter to Philemon - 

· Onesimus displays us, who ran away from God in our past

· Philemon displays God the Father, who is more justified in punishing us for our sins than Philemon

· Paul displays Jesus, who stands on our behalf before God and He has sealed the appeal of our forgiveness with His own blood
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