The Love Test (1 John)
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A. If You Truly Love God, You Will Naturally Love Others.
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	1 John 4:21 says: “And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.”

	John 13:34-35 says: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

B. Love is the Central Focus
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	1 John 4:7-12 says: “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”

	1 John 4:19-21 says: “We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.”

· John constantly points out love's completeness (or perfection) because of the church's fellowship in belief and love:

· His joy is completed through writing this letter (1 John 1:4)

· God's love is complete through our obedience & His love is made complete in us when we obey His Word (1 John 2:5) 

· God's love is complete when we have love for one another because that is the evidence of God living in us and His love being in us (1 John 4:12)

· Completed love brings confidence (1 John 4:16-18)

· Completed love from God also gives assurance (1 John 3:14)

	1 Cor. 13:2 says: “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”

C. Do You Understand God's Love for YOU?

	1 John 3:16 says: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.”

D. Final Remarks – “Danger Will Robinson!”

	1 John 5:21 says: “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.”
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· John knows it is essential to know who Jesus is because it affects our ability to love others.

· When you water down your understanding, you not only destroy your doctrine, you deafen your ears to the love of God.

· Have you followed the model of love Christ gave? 

· Have you been more willing to die than to hurt or accuse? 

· Its time to move back to Real Christianity! 
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